Teen lerarlan

Welcome to the October (or Halloween)
edition of TLM. This month we take a look at
Teenage Kicks, an event organised by
Teenagers from the Crawley Headspace and
Random House Children’s Books for Teens and
Librarians. Following that is the launch date
for the latest Alex Rider novel starring Anthony
Horowitz. Hot on the heels of Crocodile Tears
is the story of one of the best review sites for
YA novels in the UK; if you are looking for
information on the latest YA literature then
Chicklish is one site you do not want to miss! |
have also included a link to the subscription
page of the always excellent Walker Books e-
newsletter Bear Talk — for more Walker Books
news than you can shake a teddy at!

As this is ostensibly a Halloween special
newsletter | have (due to popular demand)
included information on how to create a
Librarian fright mask based on the popular
Matt the Librarian face — guaranteed to
frighten children and small animals. | have also
included a Mask so that you yourselves can try
it out for Halloween! This month also saw the
relaunch of the St Annes Teen Reading Group
in Lancashire — if you read nothing else in this
newsletter make sure you read this article as it
has a number of good ideas for events to kick-
start a reading group!

Finally this month’s Eight Questions With...
interview is with the supremely talented Becca
Fitzpatrick, author of the outstanding YA novel
Hush, Hush.

Random House Children& Books have joined
forces with the Crawley HeadSpace group to
organise Teenage Kicks- an evening event for
teenagers and librarians.

HeadSpace is a Reading Agency initiative that
involves young people in designing and
running their own vibrant spaces in libraries
and youth centres.

Random House Children& Books have invited
three of their top authors for teenagers; Keith
Gray, Bali Rai and Anthony McGowan to take
part in a panel event to discuss writing for
teenagers. Here is what they had to say about
the event:
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'‘What a brilliant idea; a teenage event
organised and run by teenagers. | wouldn't
miss it for the world - count me in!"

Bali Rai

@t& too easy for an adult writer to lose touch
with the reality of young people@ lives. Ion
incredibly excited, therefore, to be involved in
an event driven by and for teenagers. And as
my stock of teenage memories gets used up, itG
great to be able to steal some of theirs!o
Anthony McGowan

"Teenage Kicks gives the readers a chance to
talk about the books that matter to them, and
sometimes the best way for a writer to get that
quick shot of inspiration is to listen."

Keith Gray

Eight teenagers from the HeadSpace of
Crawley library in South London are working
with RHCB to organise the event. They have
been involved from the beginning and have
designed invitations, will be interviewing the
authors for pre-event publicity and will attend
on the night to introduce and film the evening
for their website. The teenagers will be
working with RHCB to digitally promote the
event via twitter, social networking sites and
the Reading Agency site GroupThing.

Lucy Gill is the librarian at Crawley who helps
run the HeadSpace group and Kate Moore is
one of the teenagers involved in organising the
night, here is what they have to say about the
event:

'Teenage Kicks is a brilliant opportunity for
young people to see more of the publishing
industry and a great way to promote reading.
Everyone involved feels really lucky and excited
to be taking part'. Lucy Gill

@eing involved with Teenage Kicks is great! For
us to be able to take part in this event is
brilliant. What a way to get teenagers reading!6
Kate Moore

The Teenage Kicks evening will be held on
Thursday 12th November 2009 from 6.30 -8.30
pm at Twenty Restaurant, Random House
Offices, 20 Vauxhall Bridge Road, London
SW1Vv 25A.



RHCB is a founding member of ChildrenG
Reading Partners through which they get
access to HeadSpace. For more information on
The HeadSpace initiative please visit The
Reading Agency Website: http://bit.ly/IcSPF

The next Alex Rider book is almost here! Called
‘Crocodile Tears', Alex's eighth adventure is the
most action-packed yet and sees him targeted
by hit men, kidnapped, whisked off to Africa ...
and much more. It's due for publishing on the
12th November. For more information:
http://lwww.alexrider.com

Once upon a time, a few years ago, some
aspiring authors of teenage fiction chatted
online about the lack of coverage of a certain
type of fiction. These writers loved light-
hearted books, romantic books, books that
made them laugh, books aimed mostly at
teenage girls. It was the kind of fiction that is
often called 'teen chick lit' which, as far as the
writers could see, just seemed to mean that the
main character was a girl who wasn't entirely
serious 100% of the time. But it was hard to
find much about this sort of book online,
especially if the book was published in the UK.
These books didn't often get reviewed, they
didn't win prizes and they were sometimes
frowned at by parents and teachers.

The writers kept talking, and the talk became
action, and ‘lo!” a place to talk about these
books was born. It was sort of about chick lit
and sort of not - it was Chicklish. (As for the
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