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TeenLibrarian ;-

The middle of August is upon us and that
means it is time for you to once again read the
latest edition of Teen Librarian Monthly! This
month finds us in the middle of the summer
holidays and I hope that all the Public Library
readers are surviving the influx of young
people into the Libraries, and for those
enjoying a summer break — think of us
struggling against the insanity!

Filmclubs have always been problematic due to
obtaining permission to host non-theatrical
screenings but FILMCLUB is changing all that
for state-funded schools anyway (they do say
they will try and help if you are not in a state
school so look them up anyway).

We take a closer look at Playaways courtesy of
BBC Audiobooks; those MP3 format audio
books currently starting to make an
appearance on Library shelves. There is a
new(ish) iteration of the incredible Firefox
browser to help combat online bullying and to
help victims of bullying make contact with the
cybermentors of Beatbullying.

We also have a link to a *free* online program
for people wanting to improve their vocabulary
and a link to an online photo-editing tool that
may be useful for running photography based
events in the library.

Teen Librarian is also running a competition:
This month you stand the chance to win one of
five copies of Back to Life by Joanna Nadin!

This month’s Eight Questions With... interview
is with Josh Lacey who while he is not a Teen
writer per se is still excellent and worth
recommending to reluctant Teen readers who
may need a confidence boost.

Film Clubs

This is for schools at the moment so all School
Librarians take note:

FILMCLUB gives pupils and teachers the chance
to explore the world of film through after
school film clubs. With free weekly screenings,
online reviewing, industry events and hands on
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support, FILMCLUB inspires, excites and opens
up new avenues for learning.

Although it8 fun just watching movies with
your friends, that8 not all FILMCLUB offers.
Immersing yourself in a vibrant mix of vintage
hits, international classics, blockbusters, art
movies and all points in between, seeing films
made years ago and others fresh out this week,
stories produced in every corner of the world...
well, it& a sure fire way to find yourself
dazzled, provoked, amused, shocked and
uplifted (and sometimes all at once).

From the biggest inner-city secondary to the
smallest rural primary school, all state-funded
schools in England can become part of the
FILMCLUB community for free. Teachers or 6th
form students can join up online and wedl do
all we can to help you run a great film club.
(But if youGe not a teacher at a state-funded
school in England and youde interested in what
we do, don& worry i wedl see if we can help.)

Wedl be encouraging you to watch films from
all over the world, made in every possible era,
50 you can explore countless different cultures,
characters and new ways of telling stories. By
discussing and writing about the films, youdl
sharpen your critical skills and impress your
friends with your encyclopedic film knowledge.

Yes i FILMICLUB is absolutely free if youGe a
state funded school in England. We believe
that all young people deserve access to as many
films made as possible. Funding from the
Department of Children, Schools and Families is
helping us to make that happen.
http:/iwww.filmclub.org/
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B|B|CH Audiobooks

Playaways

For those not in the know, Playaways are a new format of

audio book that comes complete as a pocket-sized MP3
player, powered by a single AAA battery that slots into the
top of the player.

Playaways are MP3 audio book players that
come with their content preloaded (one book
per playaway). The product information sheet
claims that they are about half the size of a
pack of cards, but | was reminded more of the
size of an audio cassette. Presented in an
attractive package the Playaway comes with
earphones, a lanyard, and a spare AAA battery.
The earphone jack is the standard 3.5mm so if
people do not like the idea of sharing public
earphones or do not like the sound quality in
the earphones provided they can use their
own. However, the sound is greater quality to
digital downloads available today, due to
proprietary audio processing, production and
leading edge codecs. Unlike audio books on CD
or cassette, Playaways can provide instant




